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collectors. The three Maratha chiefs, left by Baji Rao as his
agents, established themselves permanently in Malwa where
they were destined to lay the foundation of their respective
dynasties.

By his recent triumphs in Malwa, Baji Rao had obtained
complete ascendancy in the counsels of his sovereign. Shrlpat
Rao, the Pratinidhi. and Trimbak Rao, the Senapati, espe-
cially felt humiliated at the success of their young rival whom
they hated like poison. The Pratinidhi opened secret corres-
pondence with Nizamu'1-Mulk who offered him a Jagir in
Berar. This inflamed the fire of mutual jealousy between the
Pratinidhi and Baji Rao. At the suggestion of the former,
Nizamu'1-Mulk wrote to Raja Sahu, deprecating the growing
influence of Baji Rao in his counsels, and urging him to free
himself of his galling tutelage. This gave Nizamu'1-Mulk an
opportunity to foment dissension in the Maratha Court.
The nature of these dissensions shows conclusively jthat the
Maratha politics of the period under review were totally
devoid of the moral idealism which some writers seek to
attribute to them.

In 1725 Nizamu'1-Mulk directed clwaz Khan to proceed
towards the Carnatic and clear the country of the Maratha
agents. This officer ousted the Maratha tax-collectors and
appointed his own men in every part of the country. He seized
the town of Trichinopoly from Sarphojl, son of Sivajf s brother,
Viankoji. Sarphojl appealed to Sahu to come to his rescue.1
Sahu was advised by Fateh Singh Bhonsla to send an expedi-
tion to the Carnatic to re-establish the rights of tribute and
realize the arrears. He persuaded Sahu to believe that both
Maratha honour and interest required the capture of Trichi-
nopoly. Fateh Singh Bhonsla was directed to march towards
the Carnatic at the head of 50,000 troops. He had a
special interest in and was also familiar with the country and
its people. He held the Jagir of Akkalkot on the borders of
the Carnatic. Baji Rao also accompanied him. The Marathas
suffered severe reverses and were obliged to retreat.
They were forced to give up resistance by the decisive
blows of 'Iwaz Khan. Thus the first expedition proved
unsuccessful.

1 Kincaid and Parasnis, vol. II, p. 187.